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Dr. Çiğdem Lüle is a highly respected mineralogist and award-winning gemologist with more than two 
decades of international experience in gemology, mineral appraisal, and professional education. She 
provides independent appraisal and consultation services for minerals, gems, and jewelry, with a specialty 
in legal matters and complex collections. Her clients include the FBI, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, US Marshals Service, Customs and Border Protection, as well as major law firms, 
museums, collectors, and corporations.

Dr. Lüle is qualified as an expert witness and has testified in federal court. Her service mark, 
TheGemAppraiser℠, reflects her commitment to unbiased, high-standard valuation. Through her 
company, Kybele LLC, she also offers tailored gemological education and professional training 
programs.

Her academic and professional training includes:

• BSc in Geo Engineering, Ankara University, 1995

• MSc and PhD in Mineralogy, Ankara and Hacettepe Universities, Turkey

• FGA and DGA Diplomas, Gemmological Association of Great Britain

• Graduate Gemologist, Gemological Institute of America (GIA), 2005

• USPAP Compliant since 2017

She is an active contributor and leader in the gemological community, having served as Director of 
Development at Gemworld International, contributing editor for the GemGuide, and technical advisor to 
both the World of Color and ColorCodex systems. She has received prestigious industry honors, 
including the Antonio C. Bonanno Award for Excellence in Gemology (2016) and the Catriona 
McInnes Medal (2019).

Her leadership roles include:

• Executive Director, Association of Independent Jewellery Valuers (AIJV)

• Vice President, Accredited Gemologists Association (AGA)

• Former Committee Member, Scottish Gemmological Association (SGA)

• Co-Chair, World of Gems Conference V

Dr. Lüle is an active member of numerous professional organizations including AGA, AIJV, NAJA, MSA, 
CGA, and SGA. She is widely recognized for her integrity, scientific expertise, and commitment to the 
advancement of gemological knowledge.


